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Placental Mammals[ ™=

Babies of placental mammals develop inside
their mother’s womb—just like us. They are fed
by an organ called a placenta that is attached
to the inside of the womb, and are born as fully
formed, miniature versions of their parents.
Australian native placental mammals include
rats, mice, bats, seals, sea lions, dugongs,
whales, and dolphins. There are over 200
placental mammals in Australia, including
human 7 d
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everything). Some hop, some glide, some walk, others climb.
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This flying fox is
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wattle flowers.
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Chew or Die

The Giant White-tailed Rat is as big as a small cat.
It’s one of Australia’s biggest rodents. [t lives in the

A Walking Kangaroo
that Lives in Trees > R 1 cios=d sucaypt frests SSTIGRN

Most kangaroos can only hop with both feet together. Buts = i - I : x ] " . M7 ] can chew through coconuts, macadamia nuts and
tree-kangaroos can ‘walk’—place one leg in frgﬁ; of the othe - v s hard-shelled rainforest fruits. If the White-tailed rat
Lumholtz’s and Bennett’s tree-kangaroos spend most of their does not.chew enough its teeth grow into its face and
time high up in the rainforest trees and vine thickets of far can kill it. The Giant White-tailed rat has been known
northern Queensland. They’re hard to spot in the canopy. to chew its way through food tins, electrical wiring,
Their favourite food is leaves, but sometimes they eat fruits plastic jerry cans and.canvas tarps.

and flowers too. Other tree-climbing kangaroos include the
Proserpine, Mareeba and Unadorned rock-wallabies, but none
of these can walk.
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Tiny Forest Acrobat

The tiny, shy Long-tailed Pygmy-possum swings by
its tail between branches in the mountainous rain-
forests of far northern Queensland. It eats insects

and nectar and sleeps in tree hollows, nooks and
crannies. The Long-tailed Pygmy-possum’s tail gets
fatter and fatter as it stores fat for the winter.




Roo Bird Friends

The Bininj Aboriginal
people of Northern
Territory’s western Arnhem
Land say that the Black
Wallaroo has several bird
friends. One kind of bird
warns it when a hunter is
coming to spear it and =~ +
another bird sings to it and

picks the ticks off its fur. Catty QUO”

When explorers first discovered the quoll it
reminded them of a cat. The Northern Quoll is one
of Australia’s four ‘native cats’. The size of a kitten,
this aggressive meat-eater hunts small mammals,

Black Wallaroos are very shy and not reptiles and large insects in the ranges and rocky
OfeinsceniipitigligyThigyoutn woodlands of northern Australia. The Northern
Quoll is nocturnal and spends its day inside hollow

logs and trees, rock crevices and caves.

male Black Wallaroo lives in a
Northern Territory wildlife park.
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