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less-developed muscles

Some smaller ground frogs like the
Red-Crowned Toadlet prefer to walk.
These have shorter legs, and arms with

Broad-Palmed Frog
ready to leap.

(lever Breathers!
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Most frogs can jump, but some are
real champions! Good jumpers like this
Broad-palmed Frog have longer legs
and arms and powerful leg muscles.
Their snouts are often quite pointed
and this helps them cut through mid-
air during a longer leap. Their arms
help steady the body when they land,
or they can reach out and grab onto a
branch with them too.

All About Frogs

Like us, frogs have a backbone and two arms and legs. However, while we
are warm-blooded and can make our own heat, they are cold-blooded, so
their body temperature varies with that of the surrounding environment.
Some tree frogs (often green ones) bask in the sun during the day to warm
up. They are well disguised on green leaves. Some small diurnal stream
frogs bask on rocks. All frogs need at least some moisture to survive, and to
help conserve this while sunbaking, some secrete a waxy substance over
their skin that helps seal in moisture. We reach for the sunscreen instead!

Eyes

Most frogs can see well.
They can quickly spot
moving prey. At night
when most are active,
the pupils of their big
eyes open wide to let in
more light. Some frogs
have a horizontal pupil,
others a vertical one—
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none have a round one like us. They

have a thin, clear inner eyelid or

membrane that can cover the eye

for protection. In the Australian

Lace-lid Frog, this membrane looks

like white lace.

All Ears

Frogs can hear very well.
While we have our ear drums
hidden inside each ear canal,
most frogs have their ear
drum (tympanum) exposed
on each side of their head
behind the eye. It is round or
oval and quite large.

vocal sac

Just to confuse things, a few
frogs have their ears so well
hidden that you can’t see them,
like this Hidden-ear Frog!

Skin
Frogs’ skin is important to their survival and
needs to be kept slightly moist. Their skin can
absorb both moisture and air. This also makes
frogs vulnerable to loss of moisture or absorp-
tion of chemicals through the skin.
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Some, such as this Mountain Frog, have brilliant
bellies. The purpose of these colours is not under-
stood, but it may be another way that frogs of a
certain species recognise each other (when they
are not calling).
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= Maniacal Cackle!
Peron’s Tree Frog has a loud, rolling laugh,
I TR often described as a ‘maniacal cackle’, that
e can be heard a long distance away.

Frogs communicate just like we do, with sound. Male frogs call to let female
frogs know that they are ready to breed. Each species has its own call
that differs from others in its pitch, length and how often individual notes
are repeated. Females can ‘tune in’ to the call of the male of their own
species, even when many different frogs are calling at once. Frogs call by
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. )\ - Sheep Frog
i g \ The Bleating Tree Frog has a very

big voice. It literally screams its
long, high-pitched call, sounding a
bit like a bleating sheep. It is hard
to believe that such a loud
sound could come from
such a small body

(about 4 centimetres
long). The blown-up

vocal sac is almost
transparent.

A Laughing Frog
The medium-sized, greyish
» brown Tyler’s Tree Frog has
' % a beautiful yellow throat when
p calling. Its call is a series of

short notes that sound rather
like laughing.

vocal sac





